
 

 

Harvey Hits the U.S.: What You Need to Know  

Hurricane Harvey hit Texas on Friday as a category 4 storm. It was the first major hurricane to 

hit Texas in nearly nine years. Our thoughts are with those in the affected areas and those who 

have friends and families there. Johns Hopkins’ Office of Critical Event Preparedness and 

Response (CEPAR) is currently monitoring Harvey as we continue to determine how best to 

assist. 

On Friday, Aug. 25, five federal Disaster Medical Assistance Teams (DMATs) of highly trained 

personnel were deployed to the Houston area, including members of Maryland’s DMAT. Johns 

Hopkins plays a major role in Maryland’s DMAT leadership. Christina Catlett, M.D., associate 

professor of emergency medicine and CEPAR’s associate director, was among those deployed 

to the Houston area. Other Johns Hopkins colleagues may also deploy in the coming days after 

the storm. At this time, due to the DMAT teams being deployed, it is unlikely that the Johns 

Hopkins Go Team, our long-standing multidisciplinary response team, will need to deploy.  

One of the questions under discussion is how bad will Harvey be? Could it be worse than 

Katrina, Rita or Sandy? Katrina was a deadly combination of unprecedented weather, a 

vulnerable location and a failed response. Many changes have taken place since Hurricane 

Katrina. In 2005, the federal law that covered disaster relief was more reactive than proactive, 

making it difficult to respond until the damage was done. Now the federal government is able 

to move into position earlier, as seen by the trailers of meals, water and tarps stockpiled near 

San Antonio ahead of Harvey. Additionally, the federal government, working with state and 

local partners, now has more flexibility to deploy personnel before the storm hits.  

What can you do? 

Unless specifically requested by a reliable relief organization, CEPAR recommends that 

individuals not send clothing or supplies to a disaster area via local drives. These items often 

don’t meet the needs of people in the affected area and require volunteers on-site to sort 

through them, potentially displacing them from another much-needed effort.  



Sending monetary donations to a reputable nonprofit disaster response organization is the best 

way to help after a disaster. Officials will be able to use the financial resources in the most 

appropriate manner for what the area specifically needs. 

View an article on the role of an academic medical center when a disaster hits. 

http://www.hopkins-cepar.org/_docs/role-academic-medical-center-when-disaster-hits.pdf

